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Spain - Italy - Japan

Portugal - Switzerland - Ireland

@bravefamilytravel

What is actually open, what is closed, and what every programme really asks of your family



FROM THE CREATOR

WHY I'M SHARING THIS

We Moved to Spain.

Then | found out some places in Europe will help pay families to settle in their
villages.

| am Marae. Cuban born, raised in the US, now living in Spain with my husband and our two daughters. We made

this leap before | knew these programmes existed, so | put this guide together for you.

Every programme here was checked against its official page in September 2026. Some are open, some are closed,
and | tell you which. Most of the money is paid after you spend it, not before, and none of it comes with a visa.

Read the catch on each one.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Pick one country Click every link Visa first Paid after
Read one page fully before Each links to the official program No grant here gives you a visa. Most grants pay back part of
moving to the next. page or a reputable source. Legal residence comes first. what you spent, once the work is
done.

Spain is the only move I have personally made. If you are not an EU citizen, every programme in this guide assumes you

already hold legal residence in that country. Sort the visa first, then the grant. Use the official sources on each page.

Follow @bravefamilytravel on Instagram for ongoing updates from life in Spain and abroad.

Xoxo, Marae

your travel mom bestie



COUNTRY 1 OF 6

Spain: What Is Actually Open in 2026

We live here. We did not get any of these, because we moved before | knew they existed. All four are real and checked at the official source in September 2026. Each has a catch worth
reading.

LA RIOJA: PLAN REVIVE

40% of the price, up to €40,000, to buy, build or renovate your main home in a village of
500 people or fewer (30%, up to €30K in villages of 501 to 2,000; 20%, up to €20K in
2,001 to 5,000). Aged 45 or under. Open until 1 June 2027, first come first served.

The catch: non-EU applicants must already hold Spanish residence. Apply BEFORE you sign the deed

(or within a month) or before works start. Paid after, once it is finished and inspected. Own no other
home in Spain, live there 5 years.

GALICIA: TARXETA BENVIDA (BABY CARD)

€1,200 in year one

A prepaid card for baby products: €1,200 in the first year (€2,400 for a third child or
more), plus 25% more in towns under 5,000. Years two and three for lower incomes.

You must live in Galicia and be registered there (padrén). Family income up to €45,000. Current call
open until 31 March 2027.

sede.xunta.gal, official procedure

LEGAL RESIDENCE COMES FIRST

No grant is a visa. Non-EU families need legal residence in Spain before they can apply. La Rioja and the
State Plan write this into their rules.

Latin American heritage: nationals of most Latin American countries can apply for Spanish citizenship
after 2 years of legal residence, not 10 (Art. 22.1 Civil Code).

Viral, not real: Griegos’ “free rent” was a one-time 2021 call for two families. Ponga’s €3,000 ended in
2015. Extremadura’s nomad grant closed 8 Oct 2025. Arenillas was one house for one family.

SPAIN’S STATE HOUSING PLAN 2026-2030

Buying: up to €15,000 (max 20% of the price) for your main home in a town of 10,000 or
fewer. Renting: up to €300 a month (max 60% of rent) for two years, extendable by two
more. Income limit 5x IPREM.

The law is in force (RD 326/2026), but each region opens its own call. Check your region. Non-EU
applicants need legal residence in Spain.

ASTURIAS: BABY BONUS (RURAL RATE)
Up to €2,200/child

A payment for each baby born or adopted, with the highest rate in Asturias’s rural towns
at risk of depopulation. Household income up to €45,000.

A reward for settling, not instant cash: 12 months living in Asturias before you apply. 2026 window
open 1 April to 30 November. Confirm the 2026 rural amount on the official page.

miprincipado.asturias.es, official

DNV INCOME MINIMUMS (2026)

Approximate, based on the minimum wage. Confirm current figures on the official page.
Main applicant: ~€2,760-2,850/month

First dependent: +~€916/month

Each additional: +~€305/month

Family of 4: ~€4,400/month (2026 SMI)

one.gob.es, official DNV



https://web.larioja.org/oficina-electronica/tramite?n=25519
https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2026-8872
https://sede.xunta.gal/detalle-procedemento?codtram=BS403B
https://miprincipado.asturias.es/-/dboid-6269000076025486507573
https://one.gob.es/en/procedures/application-digital-nomad-visa

COUNTRY 2 OF 6

Italy: What Is Real in 2026

The big Italian numbers you see online are mostly old rounds. Here is where each one actually stands in September 2026. Owning a house in Italy gives you no visa and no residence.

TRENTINO ALTO ADIGE

Trentino’s village renovation grant (up to about €100,000 per home) ran two

application windows in 2025. The official page says “Non attivo” (updated 27 July
2026). No 2026 or 2027 round has been announced.

CALABRIA & MOLISE

Past pilot, not open

Calabria’s “Reddito di Residenza Attiva” offered ~€28K over 3 years to under-40s who
moved to a village under 2,000 AND opened a business or took local work (not remote
income). Molise ran a similar €700/month scheme.

Both pilots were tiny and are not accepting applications, with no confirmed 2026 relaunch. Watch for
afuture call rather than counting on it.

CNN Travel, how the pilot worked

SARDINIA

A regional grant toward buying or renovating a home in small Sardinian towns, capped
at a share of the cost, with a multi-year stay required. Each town runs its own call.

Not re-checked in September 2026: confirm there is a live call on the official page and with the town before
planning

€1 HOMES

€1 is the start price

When we checked in September 2026, none of the famous towns (Sambuca,

Mussomeli, Troina, Salemi, Ollolai) showed a live call on its own official site. Sambuca’s
last deadline was 7 October 2024.

The real cost is the renovation, usually within 3 years, plus a deposit or bond of around €5,000, notary and
taxes. Owning the house gives no residence. If a call only appears on an aggregator site, assume it is not open

comune.sambucadisicilia.ag.it, how one call worked

Marae’s note: | moved to Spain, not Italy, so | have not done these programmes myself. The honest picture right now: nothing big is open. Always check the comune’s or region’s own website, not a listicle.

A family residency in Ormea, a 1,000-year-old village in Val Tanaro, Piedmont, with community and cultural immersion at its centre. May 2027 is open. www.bravefamilyroots.com



https://www.provincia.tn.it/Servizi/Contributo-per-immobili-privati-rivitalizzazione-aree-rischio-abbandono
https://www.regione.sardegna.it/argomenti/argomenti-speciali/misure-anti-spopolamento/acquisto-e-ristrutturazione
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/italy-villages-pay-33000-to-move-in-calabria-cmd/index.html
https://comune.sambucadisicilia.ag.it/extra/Web_Case%20a%203%20Euro/Index.htm
https://www.bravefamilyroots.com/

COUNTRY 3 OF 6

Japan: Up to ~$20,000 for Families

Japan’s rural depopulation crisis funds real relocation grants, and the more children you have the more you receive. The important part is who qualifies, so read the eligibility note
before you count on it. Not re-checked in September 2026: confirm amounts and conditions on the official portal.

NATIONAL GRANT: REGIONAL REVITALIZATION CHILDREN’S BONUS (MUNICIPAL STACKING)

¥1M base per household + ¥1M per child under 18, for moving from greater Tokyo to a The national grant adds ¥1M per child under 18, and some towns stack their own
rural municipality (~1,300 towns take part). Stay 5 years; the grant is taxable. housing or cash incentives on top, so totals vary by municipality.

Real talk: this is a Tokyo-outflow program. You must have lived or worked in greater Tokyo 5 of the Same gate as the national grant: prior greater-Tokyo residency, an existing long-term visa, and a local job -

last 10 years, already hold a long-term Japanese visa, and take a local job, so it is not reachable for a confirm add-ons with each town

US family applying from abroad.

Marae’s note: We brought our daughter to Japan and she went to a local Japanese preschool. It changed how she sees the world. Japan is a deeply family-forward culture, and children are genuinely welcomed

everywhere.



https://www.iju-join.jp/
https://www.iju-join.jp/

COUNTRY 4 OF 6

Portugal: Interior Grants + Residence

Portugal supports people who take work in its interior regions, and has a remote-work residence route. We've been multiple times and it's one of our favourites. Not re-checked in
September 2026: confirm current amounts and rules on the official pages.

INTERIOR REGION GRANTS

~€2,700—€3,800+ Legal residency path

Emprego Interior Mais supports people who take a job or start a business in a
designated low-density interior region and move there. Amount scales with contract

type and family size.

Not cash for simply moving: you need qualifying interior work, and non-EU applicants must already hold

Portugu 1ce - confirm amounts on the official pa

iefponline.iefp.pt, Interior Mais aima.gov.pt, remote-work residence

Marae’s note: Portugal is genuinely one of the easiest European countries for English-speaking families to land in. The people are warm and the food is underrated. If you're deciding between the two, Portugal
deserves serious consideration.



https://iefponline.iefp.pt/IEFP/interiorMais.do?action=overview
https://aima.gov.pt/pt/trabalhar

COUNTRIES 5 & 6

COUNTRIES 5 & 6 OF 6

Switzerland & Ireland

Two more countries. One is effectively closed to new arrivals, one is open and rolling. Read the catches.

SWITZERLAND: ALBINEN VILLAGE
™ y S
~CHF 70,000 per family Up to €70,000
Albinen offers CHF 25,000 per adult and CHF 10,000 per child (a family of four = CHF
70,000). Under 45, buy property (min. CHF 200,000), commit to 10 years or repay.

Big catch: by Albinen’s own rules, foreigners without a Swiss C permit are not eligible, and a C permit
means 5-10 years of prior residence. Effectively closed to a fresh US family. Not re-checked in
September 2026: confirm on the village site.

www.albinen.ch

gov.ie, official FAQ (March 2026)

Important: Last checked September 2026. Government programmes change: amounts, eligibility and open dates shift. Always confirm the current status on the official website before making any decisions.



https://www.albinen.ch/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/5e07c773/VPRG_Publin_FAQs.pdf

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

Now you know these programs e iSt.

Governments change programs, amounts shift, and eligibility rules evolve. Before you do anything, verify the current status on the official government website. The links in this guide take you

to the right starting point.

Save this guide Pick your country Verify it's open Follow for updates

Keep it somewhere you can come back to it. Go back and read that page fully, all links included. Visit the official government site linked on that @bravefamilytravel for real stories from life
page. abroad.

These programmes are real, and most people don’t know they exist. Most pay after you spend, and none of them replaces a visa. You knowing about them changes what’s possible for your
family.
Spain questions specifically: contact@bravefamilytravel.com

Xoxo, Marae

your travel mom bestie - @bravefamilytravel

Follow @bravefamilytravel on Instagram for updates from life in Spain, real stories from our travels, and everything we learn raising world travelers.

bravefamilytravel.com - contact@bravefamilytravel.com


mailto:contact@bravefamilytravel.com

